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]  FUN CT]  ON S

irr accor-dancc u'iti-r St-clion 6l of ther Corrstituficxt as l'ead u'ith Section 71

of ihe Statrdir-rs Orders, the Bill--c and Lcgislatiolt Committee's functions it-t

addit ion to the proYislons in Standins Orders 50 and 55, shall  be to:-

(a) examine sllch natters as mat' be referred to it lrl Parliament or the

Covertrment,

(b) revier.t' all draft legislation prel-rar ed for introduction intcr

Parliament;

(C) examrne all subsidiarr' 1e.'is1111pn made under any Act so as to

ensure compliance n'itl-r the Acts under rt'hicir thet' are made;

(d) monitor all mohons adopted bv Parhament u'hich require legislative

action;

(e) reYieu, current or Proposed legislative measures to the extent rt

deems necessarY;

(f) eramrne such other rnatters irr relatjon to legislation that, in ti-re

opiruon of the Commlttee require examination; and

(g) malie a n'ritten report to each \4eetrns of Parliament contaililg the

obsel'ahons and 1ecomnlerrdations arising irom tire Comrnittee's

deliberattons'
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PLIRPOSE OF THE BILL

The \4agistiates' Courts (-{mendment) Bill 2007

Objects and Reasons:

The Bill seelis to substantiallv increase the Courts jurisdictional limits of

tire \4agistrate's Courts and aiso seeks to formalh' create the posts of Chief

Magi.str:ate and Depufi, Chief lr4agistrate, and to gii'e statutort'recognifion

to tire orgalisation of the \4agistla.tes' Courts. Under the revised set up a

single \{agistrates' Colrrt is established rt'ith magistrates being abie to

serve througi-rout Solomon Islands. This rn'ould ensure a plopel allocafion

of court resources and pror-ide greater mauaqement flexibilitr" Tire

creation of formal roles for the Chief N4agi-strate and Deputl Chief

\4agistraie i,r'ill ensure tirat the coltrt iras tire capacitt- to admrnlster itself

r,r,hiist beirrg responsible to the Chief Justrce. Tiris rn'ould enirance judiciai

indel'rendence and permit more efficient case mallagement practices to be

adopted.

This 8i11, therefore, seeks to provide for the creation of one magistrates

court for Solomon Islands replacing the existing three court divisions of

Principle Magislrates Courts, and Magistrates Courts of the First class
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c):an-unt ;rnd ntal.r tr.s ,.r l .scrl 'at i( l trs and rect)mnlendatt iOt rs L)11 "The

\4agistrates'Courts (Amendment) Bil l  2007" '

Geneial Obsen'ations on the Bil l

Tjre Committee is satisfied rn'ith the Permanent Secretan"s

presentation and erplanation of tire Bill ald notes ir'ts extensive

lcrort.ledge and undelstandinc of ihe effects and the intetrtion of

the Bill

Tire ;,ro1-,osed amendments t6 tl-re sulrstanfir'e act rt'ill create greater

flexibilitv and ur turn effrciencr, in the r,r'olk of the maqistrates'

courts for instance the Bill proYides for tire Chief N4agrstrate to have

overall administrative responsilrilitv of the masistrates Courts

. The Bill ls part of the ongoins reform of the justice sYstem.

. The Cornmitiee noted that the reograpirrcal allocahon of resources

are curretltly not aligned to provinces lrut rather ren-Lain aligr-red to

tire ctstricts as tl-rer'\\/el'e during tire cOlorrial daYs'

. The Bill u,iil increase the rn'ork load of the magistrates' courts atrd

thus the Mini.str,v must develop the admrnistrative capacitl' to

accommodate the demand for services'

. The Committee raises a general r'ierv that r'n-hilst tire proposed

changes are important a:rd timely. The Committee r't'ould also li'ke
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SPECIFI  C OESER\ ' .ATI  ON S

Section l page 5 short t i t le and comment:

The Commtttee iras previousit 'raised COncerl l  over the Open ended natltre

of this prcrYisior-r. Currenth't ire Bil l  comes into fotce "on such date as t ire

\4inister ma)' appoillt bt' Notrce rrublished in tire Gazette" ' Tire

Committee 1s concerned that this discretion mar' lead to uruntended

delaYs and irrter-rds to monitoi ti-re proYision to ensure tl-rat Bilis Passed b|

Parliament come ir-ito effect in the s1-rortest possible tlme-fo11or,r-ing assent'

Chairman

Bil ls & Legislation Committee
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1. Members Present

l- jon. Edu'ard Flur-rurehr,r, \ ' l l  (Charrnlan;

l lon. I 'etel Bc,r 'crs, \4f

Hon .  Lau r r c  C l ran ,  \ l f

Hon. Fred Fono, \4P

Hon. Seth Guliuna, li{P

Hon . lan re .  T t ' l a .  \ f l

In-Attendance
N4r lames liemo|ratu, Pelmanent Secretarr', \{inish"r' of lustice and Legal -Afrairs

Secretariat

\4r. \\larlen Cahill, Pariiamentarl Strengtherung Project

\4r. Dar.rd Kusiiifu, Cormmttee Secretartat

N4r jude Devesi, Committee Secretariat

N{s Alice 1{i11t', Comrruttee Secretariat

2. Chair's Opening Remarks

The Chair opened the meeting and tl'ranlied members and relevant officiais for tireir

attendance.

a) Thc Mngistrntcs' Cotrrts (Amcnd.ntcnl t  Bi l l  2007

Tjre Chair invited the Permanent Secretar\' (PS) of the lr'{inistrt' of Tusfice and Legal

Af{airs to brief the Cornmittee on tl-re purpose and objectives of tire Bill'

The Committee questioned the PS.
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