INTRODUCTION FILE

CONSTITUTION @LENDHENQ

.....................

CONTENTS:

FROM:

TO:
TO:

TO:
TO:

TO:
TO:
TO: .

TO.

.............................. ( NAMEO}::BILL) C@LLNO?&F )

Bill

Objects and Reasons

Notice of Présentation

Covermg letter from Minister to Clerk to Parliament

(Aurhorrsatzon Jrom Minister 6f Finance under s.60 of Constttutton}

Attorney General’s Chambers ; &,_,g,./wéﬂ 55/3 _ '

Mlmst?%%é %7 / %’ '
{for signing Objects & Reasons, Notlce of Presentation and covermg

letter to Clerk)

Minister o7 Financer
(for signing of letter to Clerk signifying Cabinet approva/ under 5.60
of Constitution)

LR

Clerk to National Parliament
(for certificate by Speaker)

Attorney General’s Chamber
(for printing) é? "\/ngzﬁ ) (/ L~

Clerk to National Parliarﬁent }ad/ i 8 GM—‘P

(for reference during and 3rd Readings)
(Date passed... 7/ e q ... Act No. o)

(for checking before Assent) *

Atrorney Gene{al’s Chambers g M M W N - g / 0 7

Governor-General {%{Qj’%‘
(for Assent) ‘i%ﬁ‘/ré\ 0

Clerk to National Parliament
(for distribution:’ 1 copy Attorney General’s Chambers
1 copy Ministry
1 copy Parliament Office
I copy Registrar of the High Court




CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT)
ACT 2009 |




CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT)
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(NO. 9 of 2009)

PASSED by the National Parliament this seventh day of April 2009.

This printed impression has been carefully compared by me with the Bill passvea; by
Parliament and found by me to be a true and correct copy of the said Bill.
W’% .

Taeasi S anga (Mrs)
Clerk to National Parliament

ASSENTED to
May 2009.

Her Majesty’s name and on Her Majesty’s behalf this eighth day of

Sir Nathaniel Rahumaea Waena
Governor-General.

Date of commencement: (see section 1)

AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT TO ALTER THE CONSTITUTION.

ENACTED vy the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.
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CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2009

Is itle and . . . .
commencemen 1. This Act may be cited as the Constitution (Amendment) Act
2009, and commences on a date appointed by the Minister, by notice in the
Gazette.
Section 17 2. Section 77 of the Constitution is amended in subsection (2)

by inserting “,the Deputy Chief Justice” after “Chief Justice”.

Secli%n d78 3. Section 78 of the Constitution is amended in subsection (2)
amence by mserting “Deputy Chief Justice and the” before “puisne judges”.

New section 78 A 4. The Constitution is amended by adding the following new
added section — : :

Df}'ﬂ?;"g}fu(;/ the  “78A. - (1) Notwithstanding section 79, the Deputy Chief
Justice” Justice shall perform the functions of the office of Chief
Justice if — :

(a) the office of Chief Justice is vacant; or

(b) for any reason (including illness or absence from
Solomon Islands), the Chief Justice is unable to
perform the functions of his office.

) The Chief Justice may, by order in the Gazette,
: delegate some of the functions of his office to the
Deputy Chief Justice.”.

Section 79 5. Section 79 of the Constitution is amended —
amended

Y
(@) in subsection (1) —

) by adding “or Deputy Chief Justice” after
“Chief Justice” in line 1;

(i) by deleting “or if the person holding that
office is for any reason unable to perform the

functions of his office”; and

(iii) by adding “or Deputy Chief Justice” after
“Chief Justice” at the end of subsection (1);

(b) by adding the following subsection —




Section 80
amended

Section 85
amended

Section 87
amended

“(1A) If, for any reason (including illness or
absence from Solomon Islands), the Chief Justice
and the Deputy Chief Justice are unable to perform
the functions of the office of Chief Justice, such
functions (including any functions delegated under
section 78A(2)) shall be performed —

(2) by the next senior puisne judge in terms of
appointment who is in office in Solomon
Islands; or

(b) if the next senior puisne judge is unable for
any reason (including illness or absence
from Solomon Islands) to perform such
functions, by a puisne judge or another
person appointed pursuant to subsection (1)
to act as Chief Justice.”;

(c) in subsection (2), by inserting “or Deputy Chief
Justice” after “Chief Justice”.

6. Section 80 of the Constitution is amended —

(€))] in subsection (1), by deleting “sixty” ‘and
substituting “seventy”; o

) in subsection (2), by deleting “not a citizen. of
' Solomon Islands and is over the age of sixty” and
substituting “over the age of seventy”.
(c) by adding the following new subsection —
“(2A) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a judge of
the High Court may voluntarily retire upon attaining

the age of sixty years.”.

7. Section 85 of the Constitution is amended in subsection
(2)(b) by inserting ““, Deputy Chief Justice™ after “Chief Justice”.

8. Section 87 of the Constitution is amended —

(a) in subsection (1), by deleting *“sixty” and
substituting “‘seventy”;




(b) in subsection (2), by deleting ‘not a citizen of
Solomon Islands and is over the age of sixty”
and substituting “over the age of seventy”;

(c) by adding the following new subsection —
“(2A) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a judge of
the Court of Appeal may voluntarily retire upon

attaining the age of sixty years.”.

9. At the commencement of this Act, all existing appointments Transitional and
ade under section 78 or 86 of the Constitution shall be extended by virtue "

" this section until the holders of such appointments reach the age of
'venty years.
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